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SLANG THANG

African Woodbine: Marijuana cigarette

Aftershock: 40% whiskey crystals, you eat them

Agonies: Withdrawal symptoms

Atom Bomb: Marijuana mixed with heroin

Atshitshi: Marijuana 

Aunt Hazel: Heroin

Aunt Mary: Marijuana

Aunt Nora: Cocaine

Aunti: Opium

Aunti Emma: Opium

Baller: Someone with signiýcant wealth or spends a lot of money 
on material items. Can be used sarcastically 

Bananas: Crazy, often in a positive and/or amazing sense. Primarily 
used in New York.
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Bangin: Description of a very good song/good looking person, 
party, television show or movie. (2) Description of a very potent 
drug, particularly marijuana (3)Having sex. Primarily used in the 
Northeast (NY, NJ, CT, PA).

Big Pimpin’: A male who claims to have access to a lot of money 
and/or prostitutes (TX) Bounce: To leave. Primarily used in the 
Northeast (NY, NJ, CT, PA).

Bling-Bling: The reference to wearing a lot of diamonds. Created 
in the song ñbling-blingò by B.G. Buster: An individual easy to 
disrespect and or violate, usually due to cowardice or the desire to 
avoid conþict. Primarily used in the West (CA).

Bro: made popular by 50 Cent and is now understood nationally. 

Butta: Pleasant to look at, usually used in reference to cars, clothes 
and attractive people of the opposite sex. Derived from ñButterò. 
Primarily used in the Northeast (NY, NJ, CT).

Chill/Chillin/Chilaxin’: To relax or in a state of relaxation, also 
known as ñmaxinô.ò When used in conversation (i.e. ñyou need to 
chillò), denotes ñyou need to relaxò or settle down. Primarily began 
usage in North-east (NY, NJ, PA); is now used almost globally.

Celly: A cellular phone

Chronic: Strong marijuana. So called for its tendency to lead to 
chronic coughing among chronic users. Dr. Dreôs Album - The 
Chronic

C.R.E.A.M: An acronym for ñCash Rules Everything Around Me.ò 
Originated by the Wu-tang Clan. The term has become synonymous 
with money.
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Crib: An individualôs residence.

Crunk/Krunk: To be enjoyable, usually in reference to a party. (2) 
to become excited and/or agitated. Primarily used in the Southern 
United Sates. (3) to exhibit behavior that is both ñcrazyò and 
characteristic of someone who is ñdrunk.ò

Dawg/Dogg: A close friend, the origin of this term is unknown but 
was ýrst used in a popular context by DMX. Originated in Detroit 
in the late eighties but is now primarily used in the Northeast (NY, 
NJ, PA). It has now spread globally to the point of being used 
incorrectly.

Dime/Dime piece: An extremely attractive woman. On a 1-10 scale 
rating with 10 being the highest, thus implying a particular woman 
is exceptionally good looking. For a woman to achieve ñdimeò 
status all aspects of her physical frame must be in perfect form and 
þawless (face and body). Primarily used in the Northeast but has 
gained national acceptance; (2) a gram of marijuana. A dime piece 
is individually wrapped.

Dip: To run away or in the act of running away.

Dirty: To have drugs/illegal substances on you. Ex: Riding Dirty 
(having drugs in your car).

Diss/Diss’d: The act of disrespecting or being disrespectful. 
Primarily used in the Northeast (NY, NJ, PA) but has gained national 
acceptance.

Dope: Cool, nice awesome; (2) a drug (Heroin) Dubs/Rollinô on 
Dubs: A car with chrome rims, speciýcally 20ò or larger. Used 
primarily in the South. Five-O(5-0): A police ofýcer or police 
presence. From the 70ôs television program Hawaii 5-0. 
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Fo’Sho/Fo’ Shizzle: Derived from ñfor sureò, deýnite. Fo’Sho is 
primarily used in the Midwest. Fo’Shizzle is primarily used in the 
West. Both have gained national acceptance.

Floss: To show off and/or tease with material possessions, especially 
cars or jewelry. Flossy; adj, Flossinô.

Fly: In a state of attractiveness or enjoying oneôs material possessions 
(i.e. ñIôm þyò). Can also be used to describe an attractive individual 
or an attractive item. Primarily used in the Northeast, but now known 
nationally

Front/Frontin’: To lie and/or exaggerate. (2) to intentionally 
mislead especially when concerning accomplishments. (3) a person 
being anti-social or disagreeable. Primarily used in the Northeast.

Ganja: Marijuana

Gasoline: Used to describe an alcoholic beverage (That Gasoline 
didnôt do nothing to me). Used in the South. 

Gate: A place where drugs are sold, such as crack houses and óweed 
spots.ô Primarily used in New York City.

Grill: A personôs teeth. To be óup in (someoneôs) grillô implies 
that the person is in (his or her) faceô or in uncomfortably close 
proximity. (2) In the Northeast, the term ógrillô or óice grillô means to 
have a staring contest.

Grillz: A set or combination of gold or platinum teeth worn by 
southerners.
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Hate/Hater/Playa Hater: An individual who is allegedly jealous 
of another personôs success. Usually constructive criticism will 
follow with the former being called a ñhaterò or ñhatingôò while 
other labels as being a ñhaterò are valid, example: an invalid label of 
ñhatingò would be accusing someone of getting rich through illegal 
means with substantiated proof. A valid label of being a ñhaterò 
would be knowing a person achieved success legally but the ñhaterò 
chooses to downplay or discredit the successful person. This term 
originated on the East Coast however, it has spread globally and is 
highly over-used in all sorts of media. It is not uncommon to hear or 
read someone say “don’t hate on me” or “haters keep away” when in 
reality they have nothing to be jealous of or ñhateò on.

Herb: An individual easy to disrespect, take advantage of and/or 
violate, usually due to cowardice or the desire to avoid conþict. 
Primarily used in the Northeast; (2) marijuana. Primarily used in the 
Northeast.

Hooptie/Squata: A vehicle, more often than not an older model 
vehicle that does not run very well. ñHooptieò is generally known 
nationally while ñsquataò is primarily used in the Northeast. Also 
formerly known as a hoodoo in South Texas.

Hot: Of high quality. (2) pleasing to look at. Primarilyused in the 
Northeast. (3) stolen.

Hustle/Hustlin’/Hustler: One who is selling illegal items (drugs, 
weapons, stolen goods, etc.). Also used as a term for getting 
money. 

Hydro: A type of marijuana. Primarily used in the Midwest. 
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Hype: Very cool and/or currently popular (see dope); (2) fanfare or 
publicity for an artist, album or product in order to catch peopleôs 
interest.; (3) a crackhead or drug addict. (3) getting excited or crazy. 
Primarily used in the Midwest (especially Chicago), but has become 
understandable in most parts of the country.

Iced/Iced-Out: An individual wearing an excessive amount of 
jewelry especially one over-þooded with diamonds.

Illadelph (illa—del): A term used in Philly residents as an alternate 
name of their hometown. The origin is unknown but was ýrst seen 
and heard on The Roots ñIlladelph Halþifeò album.

Jack: To steal, originated in the west; the term on the east coast is 
Jux. 

Jake: A police ofýcer or police presence. Primarily used in the 
Northeast. 

Joe: Any random male or any fellow associate mostly used in 
Chicago.

John-Blaze/Johnny-Blaze: See Hot. Primarily used in the 
Northeast.

Keep It Real: A statement implying that someone be honest or 
authentic in their statements or actions, be it positive or negative as 
long as they are being ñthemselves.ò

“Know what I’m saying?”: Often used at the end of a sentence to 
add emphasis. Primarily used in the Northeast.
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Mad: Very or extremely; (2) crazy or somewhat fun. Primarily used 
in the Northeast

Murk(ed): To kill someone; (2) to run or in the act of running 
away. 

Naw’mean?/Nah’mean?: Do you understand what Iôm saying? 
Derived from ñknow what I mean?ò

Off-the-Hook: Of high quality. (2) pleasing to look at. Primarily 
used in the Northeast but is pretty much nationally understood. Also 
interchangeable with Off-the-chain or Off-the-Meter.

On my grind/On The Grind: One who is going through hard times 
to get something accomplished. Primarily used in the Northeast.

One-Time: A police ofýcer or police presence. Primarily used in 
the West.

Paper: Money and or ýnancial assets.

Peace: A closing to mean goodbye. Depending on the voice 
inþection, this word can also be used to bring a sudden close to an 
argument or to give the impression that communication is no longer 
desired. Primarily used in the Northeast.

Phat: To be very good, especially in reference to music and viewable 
content; (2) something of high quality. 

Pie: An undisclosed quantity of material, usually used in reference 
to illicit drugs and or money; primarily used in the South. Also 
referred to as ñcookieò. For example, ñsellò in those cookies fo hella 
cheap.”
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Playa/Player: A male whose primary goal is to pursue females 
to have sex, most likely more than one. (2) an unfaithful male or 
female. Can also be used sarcastically.

Played Out: Out of style.

Please-Believe-Me/It: Exclamatory term often used at the end of 
sentence to add emphasis on the truth expressed by the preceding 
sentence. Primarily used in the West.

Politic: To speak or converse with. Primarily used in the Northeast.

Po-Po: A police ofýcer or police presence. Primarily used in the 
Northeast.

Props: A high level of respect or privilege within a certain area or 
social group. (2) a ýst-to-ýst salute used alternatively as a greeting 
and as a sign of respect (also known as ñDapsò). Primarily used in 
the Northeast but pretty much nationally understood

Seed(s): An individualôs child/children.

Sextacy: The name given to the practice of using Viagra with ecstasy 
or methamphetamine; 24-7 heaven

Shine: To front on; (2) to show off, often with material possessions 
such as jewelry and cars; (3) To pass up participation in an event.

Shook: To be scared or frightened; (2) to scare or frighten. Primarily 
used in the Northeast.
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Shout-Out: To acknowledge a friend or acquaintance verbally or 
through writing. Usually done on TV or radio, or in the credits of 
some artistic work.

Similar to “Tight”: Primarily used in the Northeast, but is nationally 
accepted 

Skunk: A crossbred type of marijuana, aromatic sinsemilla 
marijuana, usually from the Afghani variety; heroin

Sizzurp: An alcoholic drink composed of vodka, a fruit drink high 
in glucose and cough syrup, preferably containing codeine.

Stunner: A person who is prone to front on; (2) a person who 
shows off, often with material possessions such as jewelry and cars. 
Primarily used in the South.

Stunt: To brag or show off, particularly to show off material 
possessions such as jewelry and automobiles; (2) a lowly female. 
Primarily used in the Northeast.

Tight: Cool or hip; (2) very close friends; (3) very fashionable or 
enjoyable; (4) mad/angry; (5) reluctant to spend money or share 
personal items.

Trap: Term meaning a drug area in the south - originated in Atlanta, 
popularized by Rappers Young Jeezy and T.I.

Trees: Alternate phrase for weed or hemp.

Trife: Short for ótriþingô



Page 10

Trip/Trippin’: To become agitated or angry; (2) to act in a highly 
unpredictable manner; (3) a hallucinatory experience induced by 
a psychedelic drug. Primarily began usage in the Northeast but is 
pretty much used globally.

True Dat: Merely used when you agree with someone i.e. Person 1: 
ñYo, this is tight!ò Person 2: ñTrue Dat!ò Wanksta: A wannabe thug, 
imitation hustler or pseudo-gangster; (2) somebody who has been 
doing illegal activities for a long time but does not have any
material possessions to show for it. Primarily used in the Northeast, 
originated by Jungle who is Nasô 

Tweaking Monster: Chronic methamphetamine user

Tweekers: Those who use methamphetamine

Tweeking: Using methamphetamine

Uncle: Federal agents

Veggin’: High on marijuana

Vitamin K: Ketamine

Wafers: Ecstasy, MDMA

Wicky: A joint with PCP and marijuana; combination of powder 
cocaine; PCP and marijuana
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Wired: Addicted to amphetamines or heroin

Whack: Something uninteresting or ñplayed outò (see played out). 

Whip: A motor vehicle, taken from the motion one does while 
making a sharp turn with one hand across the top of the steering 
wheel then rapidly turning the wheels straight again. Primarily used 
in the Northeast. 

Wig-Out/Wild Out/Wildin’: To temporarily lose control of oneself 
or act in a wild and unpredictable manner. Primarily used in the 
Northeast.

Word/Word Up/Word Is Bond: To certify that oneôs statement is 
authentic or truthful; (2) to agree with a truthful statement. When 
used as ñWord?ò (as a question), can be used to request validity or 
show doubt of a statement. Primarily used in the Northeast.

Woolah: A blunt reýlled with marijuana and crack

Wooly: Cocaine

Working Man’s Cocaine: crack cocaine; methamphetamine

Yo: Primarily used as a greeting (i.e. ñYo, wassup homieò); to replace 
a name (i.e. Itôs mad hot in here, yo!) 
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Gang Slang Terms

$ - Power and money 

0-0 - Double ought buck shot (shot gun) 

000 - Blood 

001 - Blood love 

006 - Silence (used by Black Gangster Disciples) 

013 - Get him; assault someone  (Bloods) 

023 - Watch your back (Bloods) 

025 - What rank are you (Bloods) 

031 - I am Blood 

041 - Kill the Crip (Bloods) 

13 - 13th letter of the alphabet-òMò; may be used for marijuana or 
methamphetamine 

13 or XIII or X3 - Symbolizes gangs of Hispanic heritage showing 
allegiance to Southern California; Sure¶o 13, Sur 13

13 1/2 - Represents: 12 jurors, one judge, half-ass chance

14 or XIV or X4 - Used by Hispanic gangs for Northern California 
(14th letter of alphabet - N) - Norte¶o 14, Norte 14
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18 - 18th Street Gang 

18th Street - Hispanic Los Angeles street gang - aligned with 
Mexican Maýa 

100 Proof - The real thing 

1-15 - As one (Gangster Disciples)

1-1-15 - All As One (GD)
 
187 - California penal code for murder; may be seen in grafýti as 
a threat that someone will be killed i.e. 187 John Doe; may also be 
worn as a tattoo 

1 AD 7 - See 187 above 

211 - California penal code - robbery; also Crip term meaning Blood 
Killer (2nd and 11th letters of alphabet - B K 

212 - NY City telephone area code (Manhattan); also  Blood term  
(Tampa, FL) meaning Blood Love 

274 - Black Gangster Disciples (2nd, 7th and 4th letters of alphabet) 
- B.G.D.) 

2-15-19 - Brothers of Struggle (2nd 15th and 19th letters of alphabet) 
- B.O.S. 

2-7-4-14 - Code for Black Gangster Disciples Nation (B.G.D.N.- 
2nd, 7th, 4th and 14th letters of alphabet) 
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23/24 - Inmates on lockup - 23 out of 24 hours each day 

24/7 or 247 - Constantly - 24 hours per day, 7 days a week 

26ers - Two Sixers - Chicago street gang 

3 - 3rd letter of alphabet: C - frequently used by Bloods to replace 
the letter C in words to disrespect the Crips i.e. Bla3k, Mi3key 
3obras 

3C - 3=trey plus C - forms Spanish word trece meaning the number 
13  

3 R’s - Respect, Reputation, Revenge 

311 - Used by Bloods meaning Crip Killer (3rd and 11th letters of 
alphabet -  C K 
 
312 - Crip Love - 3rd and 12th letters of alphabet - C L 

360 - Folk Nation - numbers representing ñfull circle of 
knowledge” 

360 degrees - A ñpureò Black Gangster Disciple 

40’s - 40 ounce bottle of malt liquor
 
410 - Gangster Disciple code for ñFolks in battleò 

420 - Gangster Disciple code for ñDisciple troubleò or ñDisciples 
in troubleò;  Also refers to the time of day ñpotò smokers light up; 
sometimes seen in grafýti 
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415’s - Gang name taken from the telephone area code for San 
Francisco, CA area 

5 - Number symbolic to People Nation 

The following slang terms are Blood terms,
used to disrespect Crips and the Folk Nation 

			   5 BAGGIN 6/ HANGIN  
			   5 FLAGGIN 6/ DRAGGIN 
			   5 POPPIN 6/ DROPPIN 
			   5 BUCKIN 6/ DUCKIN 
			   5 FLYIN 6/ DIEIN 
			   5 ALIVE 6/ MUST DIE  
			   5 Klippin 6 DRIPPIN` 
			   5 GUNNIN`6 RUNNIN` 
			   5 PIMPIN` 6 LIMPIN` 
			   5 LEADIN` 6 BLEADIN` 

 5 in the sky.....6 must die - Revenge; a People Nation member was 
killed - a retaliation against the Folks Nation will take place 

5%, 5%er - Five Percenters 

5 Percent - Five Percenters 

5 Point Star - Symbolic to the People Nation 

5 Poppin,  6 Droppin - People Nation - Term used to disrespect 
gangs in the Folks Nation; People Nation (5) members shooting at 
Folk Nation (6)members 
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5-0 - The police 
 
510 - Oakland, CA area code; used by some to identify the location 
of their gang or set 

50/50 - Neutral; non-gang member 

5150 - Refers to a California Mental Health code; may be used to 
indicate the mental status of a person.  May also indicate a threat 
by using the 5th and 1st letters of the alphabet ñEò and ñAò and the 
slang number for police ñ50ò to mean Eradicate All Police 

6 - Number symbolic to Folk Nation 

6-6-2 - MOB; Numbers represent letters on telephone keypad 

6-6-6 - Symbol for Aryan Brotherhood, Folks and Crips; also satanic 
cults 

6 Point Star (of David) - Symbolic to gangs within the Folk 
Nation 

6 Poppin,  5 Droppin - Folk Nation - Term used to disrespect gangs 
in the People Nation;  Folk Nation (6) members shooting at People 
Nation (5) members

7 - Refers to the 7th letter of the alphabet ñGò; may represent G for 
Gangster or G for God (Five Percenters) 

7-4 - Code for Gangster Disciples (7th & 4th letters of alphabet) 
- G.D. 

730 - New York State section of law that deals with mental health 
evaluations; used as Bloods code; describes ñcraziesò 
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737 - Numbers on telephone key pad representing PDS; Public 
Enemy Number One Death Squad

88 - White Supremacist - Heil Hitler (8th letter of alphabet - H) 

8-Ball - 1/8 ounce of cocaine; alliance of Crips with the Folk 
Nation 

911 - Warning that police are coming 
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REMEMBER THE FOUR R’s
of GRAFFITI

Read ï Read the grafýti to determine the gang(s) involved. If you 
are unable to interpret what is observed, ýnd someone who can. 
Frequently, a great deal of intelligence can be gathered, such as the 
nicknames or monikers of gang members, warnings, threats to other 
gangs, availability of drugs, pending gang wars, and more. 

Report ï Educators, parents and other concerned citizens should 
report found grafýti to the appropriate law enforcement agency. Law 
enforcement or corrections personnel should report the existence of 
grafýti to the department gang intelligence unit. 

Record ï Use a still or video camera to record the grafýti for 
possible later use. If grafýti continues to appear after removal, the 
photographic record may serve as a history of the efforts made to 
combat the problem. 

Remove ï Remove ALL grafýti as soon as possible after it is 
discovered. When removing grafýti, paint the entire wall, post, sign, 
etc. on which the grafýti is found. Studies have shown that ñspotò 
painting to blot out the grafýti is not as effective for the permanent 
discouragement of grafýti as is covering the entire subject area.
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Notes
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Notes


